
fflXXXX XXXI XXXXXX xx xzxx xxxx xxx i o

I FINE 3 LARGEST a

JOB WORK CIRCULATED
3

A m WEEKLY

a SPECIALTY S IN ARIZONA
9XXXXXXXXXIIIXXO OX XXX XXXXXXXXX2M

Vol. XVIII No. 19. NOGALES, ARIZONA, SATURDAY, MARCH 1902. Whole No. 461,

CIENEGUITA COPPER CO.

The Big Mine in the Sahuaripa Dis-

trict of Sonora Taken Over By

Phoenix and Tucson
People.
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near Matarachi, in the Sahuaripa
district, which had In-e-n acquired
bv Dr. .1. M. Ford and Col. Win.
Christy of Phoenix, Judge Win. H.
Barnes, of Tucson, Mr. George
Beelie, of Hermosillo, and their
associates.

For the exploitation, proper dev-

elopment and o(Kration of the
properties mentioned, the gentle-
men named hav.) organized, under
the laws of Arizona, the Cieneguita
Copper Company, and under the
laws of Mexico, La Compania Mi-ne- ra

de la Cieneguita. The first
named company owns all the shares
of stock in the Mexican company,
and the latter named corporation
holds in fee -- impleand by contract
to purchase, all the property in
Mexico included in the possessions
of the corporation, which are as foll-

ow.-:

The Kancho de la Cieneguita, of

about 0,200 acrei of land aUut
five square miles and an individ-e- d

interest in the Kancho Jglesia,
an area including about .'500 square
miles of land, nearly all of which
is heavily timbered, affording inex-
haustible supplies of timber for all
purpose.

Tl c mine at the company are
located in this great area, and in-

clude the Chipiouu group, compris-
ing the Chipiona, Colorado and
Plomosa mines; containing an area
of twenty-fou- r jertenencias; and
the Tftjoe group, Los Ostimuii-grou- p,

the Verba Buena group, the
Descomulguda group, the II'rieto
group, and the Colorado de Casita.
Outside of the Chipiona group the
area of these various groups aggre
gate! sixty-fou- r pertcnencias (more
than KK) acres of land), and in ad-- 1

ditiot thereto there have been
located one thousand pertenencias
to protect and connect the various
groups on the ledges of ore which
they occupy. Thus the company
owns some .'1,000 acres of mining
ground, under the laws of the
Republic coverniim the tenure of
mines.

The extent of the "antigua"
workings upon the surface, the
numerous tunnels and drifts, the
larger dumps and slag pile.- -, the
ruins of ancient dwellings and
smelting furnaces indicate that at
Que time the Ileal de Cieneguita
was a region of wonderful activity.
The suspension of that activity and
abandonment of the mine wa
doubtless due to the change in the
character of the ores from those
near the surface, which were easilv
worked with the crude appliances
of those earlv times, to base ores
nnpossinie ol reduction. I Here re-

mained nothing to do but cessation
of work after they had uncovered
and exposed thousands of tons of
sulphide ores, rich in copper, gold
and silver; but it wa beyond their
skill to extract their value, t is
evident that while they worked the
oxidized portions of the vein, that

pari which parted from its value
by teaching, their reward was great.

I iW productive portion of the Obi'
piona, Colorado and Plomosa, which
was the top parts of the same vein,
cover a width of more than four
hundred feet, and was worked to a

i t' ' III' ..Ur Mil .l I UKitiK, o.. .!. nil,
throuuh a distance of more than
three-uuarte- rs of a mile. In nun- -

dreds of openings there vet remain
evidences of the large quantities of
ores extracted.

The Cbipiotta vein cuts longitud-
inally through a hill about one
mile long and half a mile in width.
The vein has a slight dip to the east.
The cropping of the vein is about

400 feet wide, and consists of the
leached remains of copper ore,
technically known as ''gossan" and
sometimes called ''iron hat."

Upon the north end of the Chi-

piona hill there have been driven
in on the veins numerous tunnels,
four of which wan le entered. These
tunnel enter the hill at varying
depths below its crest, five hundred
teet lx.'ing the lowest. 1 hey run in
on the vein from lot) to '200 feet.
Thev are not located regularly one
above the other on the pitch of the
vein, but irregularly covering a
width of more than one hundred
feet on the vein. In all these tun-

nels the sulphide ores are encoun-
tered, being in bands or swells from
five to sixteen feet of solid ore.

In the upper tunnel of the Chi-pio-

the ore is shown standing
more than one hundred feet high
and ten feet thick, as left by the
ancients, thev having stoped out
all of the oxidized portions of the

a point fiftv feet
lower down on the vein, the
base can Ik- - shown a depth

of three hundred and fifty feet be-

low the point where it was encoun-
tered by the miners on the top of
the vein.

By traversing the old works along
the cropping of the vein to the
southern end of the mountain, a
distance of three thousand feet from
the mouth of the lowest tunnel on
the north end of the vein, the sulph-
ide ores occur in two distinct open-
ings, more than three hundred feet
apart and fully one hundred feet
higher on the hill than the apex of
the ore on the upper tunnel of the
Chipiona at the north end of the
hill.

The width of ore now standing on

the Colorado vein, shown by the
various tunnels and openings, is
five feet of sulphide ore. This
vein is parallel with the Chipiona
and sixty-fiv- e feet away. The
width of the sulphide ore in
the latter vein is ten and in
both veins the ores are shown to be
of the same quality and richness.
It is authoritatively estimated that
the amount of ore which can be
taken out of these veins to a depth
of three hundred and fifty feet, and
extending through to the two open
ings on the south end of the vein,.
will approximate two millions of
tons. This estimate is based upon
the width of the ore now shown in .

the two veins, extending down to
the point where is shown in the
lower tunnel, to a depth of three
hundred and fifty feet, and extend- -

iug along the strike of the vein to;
where the ore appears in the south
end of the mountain.

Competent experts estimate that

of the copper there would lie a pro-- 1

duction of more than 250,000 tons
of metal, that at present prices

vein. The apex of this exposed ore the amount of silver contained in
is taken as the highest point on the this mass of ore will exceed .""().-hi- ll

where sulphides are encoun- - (HX),000; that the gold at 12.50
tered on the north end of it. The per ton would amount to $12,."(M ,

lower tunnel shows the same ore at )00; that with saving 5 per cent.;
three hundred and

so that
ore to

as

solid

solid
feet,

it

would exceed fifty millions of dol-
lars in value.

Beside the properties above men-
tioned, there are included in the
company's holdings many other
valuable properties, including the
Tajos group, the Tayapa mine, the
Verba Buena group, Los Ostimuris
group, Descoraulgada group and the
Colorada de Casita.

All these properties are "anti-guas- ,"

and in every direction there
are extensive evidences of their
having been once worked upon a
tremendous scale.

In 1859 there was published by
Harjer Brothers, in New York, a
scientific description or report upon
these properties, by Mr. Robert L.

D'Aumaile, who was then the official
assayer of the State of Sonora,
which is very interesting reading,
and as such will eventually find a
place iii the columns of Thk Oasis.

Last year Mr. T. E. Parish, the
eminent mining engineer, visited
the properties and made a report
thereon, setting forth in high terms
the vast amount of mineral wealth
there exposed. Mr. Parish's report
will also be given space in Tiik
Oasis at a later date.

These properties were secured by
Mr. George Beebe. who presented
them to the attention of the gentle-
men named at the outset of this
article. The following, taken from
the Arizona Democrat of last Satur-
day, will lie of interest in this con-

nection :

"Mr. George Beele, of Verba
Buena, Sonora, Mexico, arrived in
the city vesterdav to consult with
Dr. Ford", Col. Christy and Hon. T,
E. Parish, with whom he is inter-
ested in the Cieneguita Copjer
Company, and of which Mr. Beck-i- s

the manager. A future sale of
some of this company's stock and a
consultation regarding develop-
ment work now in progress at Ihe
mines is the object of Mr. Beebe'!
visit.

"'I have owned these mines for
three years,' said Mr. Beebe. T
spent a year in thorough investiga-
tion of the property, and I am satis-
fied that they are the largest and
richest mineral deposits in the
world. Judge Barnes, Dr. Ford,
Col. Christy and Tom Parish are
associated with me in the property.
We have capitalized them and are
arranging to put them in active
operation.' "

A Range Reserve.
The Santa Cruz valley is to !

reserved by the government and
placed under a commission to be
governed in the same manner as
the forest reserves, say the Citizen.
This is part of a great experiiw nt
being conducted by the department
of agriculture, and the Santa ( ill,
valley reserve will lie the fir.--t of
it kind to be established in the
United States. The valley is to be
reserved in order to restock it with
the native grasses and to regulate
the number of cattle that will he
permitted to graze on the lai d.
This reservation will not exiliule
homestead or mineral entry, but
will merely place the land under
supervision of a government com-

mission.
U. S. Custom House manifest

blanks for sale at Tin-- : Oasis.


